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Friends Honored at Annual MeetingFriends Honored at Annual Meeting

County Commissioner Jan Platt is our Best
Friend of the Year because of her tireless support
of the Friends and Library activities.  She built and
co-chaired the Friends Development Committee
for the past three years. The efforts of that
committee have raised approximately $30,000 for
the Library! Her work has brought awareness and
recognition to the Friends, the Library System, and
the Burgert Brothers collection. In addition, the
American Library Association recognized Jan at its
Intellectual Freedom Gala at the midwinter
conference (see Spring newsletter).

Roberta Melden is our Library Friend of the
(continued on page 6)

A Letter from Our President

Dear Friends:
Your Friends continue to be active and

involved. We were well represented in March at
Library Day in Tallahassee. Along with Library
staff, the Friends were represented by John
Mullen, our Advocacy Chair who organized the
trip, David Brown, Patrice Koerper, Jo Terry, and
me. We met with almost all of our State
Representatives and Senators and appreciate their
support. There were also educational sessions and
an opportunity to network with Friends and
librarians throughout the state. I learned more
than ever that our legislators are receptive if
people let them know their concerns. Library Day
is important and fun too. If any of you would like
to attend next year, let me know.

In May, at the Florida Library Association
conference, we were proud winners of the Friends
and Trustees Interest Group’s Special Projects
Award for our “Burgert Brothers Photographic
Calendar” project. We thank Jan Platt and her
committee for this effort. If you have your
calendar, you know what a collector’s item it is.
The good news is that there will be another, a
different one for 2000!

A successful “half price” book sale was held in
June. Can prices get any lower that this? Yes.
Look for the final clearance sale September 24
and 25.

The Friends presented awards at the Annual
meeting in April: a stipend to library staff members
Anne Ross and Susan Oliver to attend either the
Florida Library Association or the American
Library Association conferences; “Best Friend” for
1999 to Jan Platt; “Library Friend of the Year” to
Roberta Melden; “Library Board Friend of the
Year” to Linda Arnold; and “Volunteer of the
Year” to O. S. “Mac” McFarland and Marshall
Boucher. Thanks to these hard-working Friends
for their devotion and special efforts.

We also held elections, which is why I am
writing as your new president. Roman Korchak is
Vice-president; Karen McClure, Secretary; and Bill
Scheuerle, Treasurer. The Friends is a healthy
thriving organization thanks to the efforts of  its
past officers and Board members. At our May
meeting, we specially recognized the
accomplishments of David Brown during his four
terms as President and presented a gold library
card to him.

We have the momentum and are planning now
to continue our growth in support of the library
system. We can use your help with book sales and
on committees. If you have an interest and can
devote occasional time, do let me know. We have a
spot for you.

Claire A. Cardina, CRM, CA
(813) 963-0073, ccardina@worldnet.att.net
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A Reflection on Life in aA Reflection on Life in a
Land of FreedomLand of Freedom

by Nathan Beller

I was attending a class to watch a
video on “Billboard Advertising.” The
video prelude was the playing of our
national anthem. I was the only one
who stood.
« « « « «          

Americans take their freedom for granted.
The Bill of Rights was written to protect our civil

rights, freedom of speech, freedom of the press,
freedom of religion, and other freedoms.

We are free to elect the representatives of our
choice. The Executive and Congressional branches
serve a defined term of office. At the end of that term,
the voters are free to re-elect or reject an officeholder.

« « « « «
When my mother became a U.S. Citizen, our

relatives came to our house and raised a glass of
homemade wine in celebration. We were thankful to
speak freely without fear of reprisal.

Winston Churchill, the famous British wartime
Prime Minister, exclaimed, “Democracy has many
flaws, but I know of no other system that is better.”

« « « « «
Editor’s note: Celebrate your freedom to read what you
choose. Visit your favorite library for a wide variety of
books on history, government, philosophy and political
issues.

The Port Tampa City Library is a winner!
At least it appears so from the number of awards it has
won since its opening in the beautifully restored
Commercial Bank Building on Commerce Street:
« Tampa Preservation, Inc. awarded the Library a

commercial banner award for the excellence of its
preservation. (Look for the banner on the building.)

« The Planning Commission awarded the facility an
“Award for Excellence” at its Community Design
Awards Banquet.

« The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation
bestowed an Outstanding Achievement Award in
the field of Non-Residential
Restoration/Rehabilitation.

« Friends andFriends and
Friends’ ProjectsFriends’ Projects

Receive FLA Awards!Receive FLA Awards!
Two Friends and one project were

recognized by the Florida Library Association
at the FLA Annual Conference. (See the
Spring newsletter for details of the
nominations.)

Sharen Harrison and Jill Buford have
been named Outstanding Citizens. Together,
Sharen and Jill have been a tour de force in
Port Tampa! If not for their tenacity, the new
Port Tampa City Library would not be a
reality.

The 1999 Burgert Brother Photographic
Calendar received the Special Projects Award
from the Friends and Trustees Interest
Group. This project was an overwhelming
success, raising both funds and public
awareness for the Burgert Brothers
Collection of the Library System. (See below
for information on plans for the 2000 Burgert
Brothers Calendar.)

Burgert BrothersBurgert Brothers
Millennium CalendarMillennium Calendar

The Friends’ Development sub-committee
is once again producing a calendar.  Last
year's calendar project was a huge success,
raising at least $11,000 for the maintenance
and display of the Burgert Brothers
Collection.  We are partnering again on this
project with the Tampa Bay History Center.

Ferman Motors is our major sponsor this
year.  They are sponsoring the front and back
calendar covers.  We are currently selling
page sponsorships at $1,000.  Organizations
or businesses interested in purchasing a page
sponsorship can contact Patrice Koerper at
(813) 276-2164.

Those interested in advance orders of the
Calendar can contact the Friends office at
(813) 273-3616.  Calendars will sell for $5.00
in libraries and can be ordered by mail for
$5.00 plus tax plus $2.00 shipping.
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Branch Friends NewsBranch Friends News
compiled by Nathan Beller

Austin Davis
The theme of the sixth annual Dinner in the Stacks

was “Our Library. . . Community Canvas.” This motif
was physically represented by art works from 20 area
artists and by speeches given by various presenters.
President Sherry Turner welcomed about 100
participants and thanked the Davis family for their
generosity to the Odessa community and the library.

The Community Service Award was presented to
Friend Jo Schellenberg, the current treasurer. A special
gift was awarded to Sherry Turner for all her hard work.

Special Guest Speaker Penny Carnathan, Bureau
Chief of the Northwest Section of the Tampa Tribune,
told how libraries helped motivate her to write and love
literature. She spoke about how two influential stories
helped her realize the power of community.

After dinner, board member Marilyn Taylor
informed the guests that the Autumn Author Festival
will feature writers Tom Birdseye and Claudia Mills.

Brandon
The Friends enjoyed a spirited afternoon with

author Cheryl Ann Porter. She spoke and signed her
newest novel at the membership author tea in May.

The Friends purchased colorful creature furniture,
whale loungers and fish chairs for the children’s area.
The Friends also paid for a button maker, posters and
stickers, and a visit from the magician balloon man.

During the past year the Friends have funded
additional programs enjoyed by over 200 adults and
children. Future fund raising ideas include a wine and
cheese reception and a book sale in the fall.

New Tampa
The Friends are sponsoring three summer library

programs for children. Four board members were
elected to a two year term at the April meeting.

North Tampa
The Friends purchased two beautiful sets of tables

and chairs for the children’s area of the library. They
also gave more than $300 for summer children’s
programs, decorations, and giveaways.

Plant City
“Turning the Century Southern Style” was the

theme for this year’s Strawberry Festival Youth Parade.
Friends put their creative minds to work and came up

with an award-winning entry: “Turning the Pages
Southern Style.” Children dressed as characters from
children’s books, and their unique costumes and
winning smiles obviously impressed the judges.

The Friends presented another Mystery Dinner at
the library in May. This popular event is one of the
Friends’ major fund raisers.

Port Tampa
Port Tampa residents Jill Buford and Sharen

Harrison received the Outstanding Citizen Award at the
Florida Library Association Conference. Jill and Sharen
were honored for their efforts in saving the landmark
building from demolition and turning it into a new
library branch (see Spring newsletter).

In addition, the renovated library building recently
received recognition from numerous agencies (page 2).

Congratulations to all whom have contributed so
much to the Port Tampa City Library!

Riverview
The Library was closed in early April for

recarpeting. The massive job of packing over 500 shelves
of library materials could not have been completed in
time without the aid of staff from other libraries, family
members of staff, and community volunteers. Thanks to
all the hardworking friends for their efforts!

Seminole Heights
The Friends are sponsoring “Yo-Yo Man” Rick

Osborne in a summer youth library program.

78th Street
May brought flowers to the library in the form of

bountiful potted silk flower arrangements donated by
the Friends to bedeck the shelves and circulation desk.

West Tampa
The Friends had a cookout in June at the Library.

_ _ _ _ _

News of other Branch Friends was not received by press time.
Let us help you promote your events in our newsletter, which
reaches 1,000 households quarterly. Send copies of meeting
minutes and announcements to the newsletter (see page 6) or
call Nathan Beller at 961-5495. The deadline for the Fall
Newsletter is September 13, with an October mailing date.
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Readers on the Prowl!Readers on the Prowl!

Children ages 6-12 can look forward to a Summer of
stimulating fun, animated discussions and grand adventures at
the library thanks to the Friends support of the following
Summer Reading Programs in 1999.

Zoo to You!  The Lowry Park Zoo ambassadors visit the
library this summer.  Get up close and personal with what may
be in your backyard.

Windows to the World. The best windows are still books! 
Read into another world, point into another direction and click
into a new way of thinking.  Computers are too hard to carry!
Magician Gary Wooldridge shares the magic of reading and the
imaginative technology of books.

Prowling Around the World. Join storyteller Amy Crane as
she heads up an excellent adventure with captivating tales.
Stories of other cultures provide a window seat for exploring
other lands and cultures.

Story Prowl with Gladys Varga. Untangle a puzzle of stories
as Gladys Varga interweaves intriguing tales where clever
characters solve story predicaments.  Enjoy a web of storytime
fun!

Vic’s One Man Junkyard Band. Don’t throw it away — play
it today! He taps on old paint cans, raps on pans — but he
needs a band!

Yo-Yo Madness. National yo-yo and spinning top champion
Rick Osbourne will demonstrate some amazing yo-yo
techniques and tricks and his great sense of humor!

Call 272-6411 for times and locations for these free
programs sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

{ { { {  Bouquets of Thanks!Bouquets of Thanks!  { {
{ {

Dear Friends:
It is with mixed emotions that I tender my resignation as

a Friends of the Library Board Member and editor of
Something to Read... My husband has accepted a job in
Louisiana, and while I am excited about the new challenges
and opportunities change will bring, I am also sad to leave
friends and projects that have become dear to my heart.

Bouquets of thanks to everyone who helped with this
newsletter the last eight years.  If you are ever in Norwood,
Louisiana, look us up!
Amy Crane
amycrane@hotmail.com

Exciting Things Are
Happening at the Main
Library this Summer!

Grover’s Corners is on the move! By the end
of September, you will find the Friends book
store on the first floor of the West Building
(near the Poe Garage/Performing Arts
Center crossover). And watch for more
changes; all the Main Library departments
will be rearranged before the year ends.
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Friends of the LibraryFriends of the Library

Memorial ProgramMemorial Program

Do you have a special occasion
coming up? Perhaps a

graduation, birth, birthday, or
wedding? Do you have a special
person such as a grandchild or
book lover in your life whom

you would like to recognize? Is
there someone whose memory you
would like to acknowledge?

May we suggest a unique,
personal gift:

consider placing a book inconsider placing a book in
his or her honor in thehis or her honor in the

Library.Library.

This would allow a permanent
acknowledgment of the individual
and would allow you to contribute

to improving our community.

An acknowledgment of the gift is
sent to the recipient and a

bookplate is placed in the book
purchased in their name.

Call the Friends office at
(813) 273-3616 for details.
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Storytelling FestivalStorytelling Festival
Celebrates MilestoneCelebrates Milestone

by Amy Crane

For twenty years, the Tampa-
Hillsborough County Storytelling
Festival has presented a unique cultural
event, enabling children and adults to
participate in the ancient art of
storytelling.

The Festival has its roots in
storytelling competitions that began

forty-five years ago in City of Tampa Recreation playgrounds. In
1980, Tampa Recreation and the Tampa-Hillsborough County
Public Library collaborated to create the Tampa-Hillsborough
County Storytelling Festival in order to provide children and their
families with a city-wide forum which would recognize storytelling
as an art form and provide outstanding national storytellers to be
models who would inspire young people to excellence. The
children were no longer competing in a contest but were striving
to achieve Festival Quality status. Over the years a host of
businesses and non-profit agencies have become staunch
supporters of this Festival.

Next year, the Homecoming 2000 Festival will be a free,
week-long celebration of storytelling that will reach out into the
community. It will celebrate stories that have been enjoyed for 45
years on Tampa playgrounds and for 20 years in Hillsborough
County through a partnership between libraries, recreation
centers and schools that has benefitted both children and adults.
The culmination of the week will be the Twentieth Annual
Tampa-Hillsborough County Storytelling Festival on April 15,
2000.

Mark your calendar now for this fun-filled family event.
The Festival will feature nationally known Asian-American
storytellers Eth-Noh-Tec and musician/folklorist David Holt as
well as local and regional professional tellers and hundreds of
Festival Quality Youth Storytellers.

If you are a teacher, youth leader, or parent and would
like more information on how the children you work with can be
part of this Festival, call the Festival hotline at 274-7741, e-mail
info@tampastory.org or visit the web site: www.tampastory.org.

A celebration of this magnitude could not take place
without the time and talents of countless volunteers. If you have
an interest in promoting and perpetuating both storytelling and
this fine Festival  and have a few hours to spare, give us a call. You
do not need to be a storyteller. We need people with a few hours
to help with short-term tasks as well as people who can give
several hours a month or more to help on a variety of
subcommittees. Please call us at 813-274-7741 or e-mail us at
info@tampastory.org or visit our web site (www.tampastory.org) to let
us know how you fit into the story castle!

StorytellingStorytelling
Festival EarnsFestival Earns

NationalNational
Recognition!Recognition!

Nancy Kavanaugh, Chair of the
National Storytelling Membership
Association Board, announced that the
Tampa-Hillsborough County
Storytelling Festival has received the
1999 Storytelling Service Award for
the Southeast Region.

This award is given in recognition
of the Festival’s utilization of
storytelling to make a significant
contribution to the community.

The Festival is co-chaired by
Priscilla Lakus of the Library and
Virginia Rivers of Tampa Recreation’s
Creative Arts Theater. Virginia will
travel to the National Storytelling
Conference to accept the award on
behalf of the Festival Committee and
the Festival’s producers and its many
sponsors (including the Friends).
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Are you one of the
thousands of storytellers
who have participated in
the Tampa-Hillsborough
County Storytelling Festival
over the years?

If so, we are looking for you! We
would like to get “alumni” tellers
involved. If you participated as a
youth storyteller in Tampa area
playgrounds and recreation centers
since 1955 or in the Storytelling
Festival since 1980 (or know
someone who has), please call us
at (813) 274-7741 or visit our web
site at www.tampastory.org to find
out how you can help us celebrate.




